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Information to be aware of: 

Our next meeting is on Thursday 9/10- and 
will include our Summer Knit Along display 
and a button party presented by Lynn 
O'Connor. Don't forget to bring your Good 
Vibrations Shawl to display and cash or check if 
you'd like to purchase any of Lynn's unique 
polymer clay buttons. 

Fall Seminar with Nicky Epstein: will be from 
September 17th-19th.  See page 9-10 for 
information on how to register. 

Social and help time: in order to provide our 
guest speakers with your undivided attention 
we will be offering social time from 6:30-7:00 
with our meetings starting promptly at 7:00. 

Save the dates: December 3rd-annual pot luck 
dinner. Everyone is asked to bring an item 
based on their last name:   If your last name 
begins with A-I please bring a casserole, J-Q a 
side dish/salad, R-Z desserts. Don't forget an 
index card listing the ingredients. 

April 7th- is our annual yarn festival doors 
open at 6 - don't forget to bring a friend! 

May 5th is our annual yarn auction for 
members only.  The auction helps offset many 
guild activities.  If you have donations please 
bring them to a Guild meeting by April 7th or 
contact Adrienne and she will make 
arrangements to pick them up.     

June 2nd-President's Ice Cream Social  

. 

The Presidents Letter

Dear Knitting Friends,

Another wonderful season of the Greater Buffalo Knitting Guild is 
on the horizon, as I frantically try and finish our summer knit-along 
project! Our Programming Chairs, Gina Passantino and Susy Palcic, 
have outdone themselves again in putting together an exciting 
program for us all. In addition, Sharon Gerstman and Cecile 
Shmookler have arranged to have Nicky Epstein join us for our Fall 
Seminar! I am really looking forward to these exciting programs and 
sharing them with all of you! 

I have been a knitter since early adulthood. I come to you via New 
Zealand, but my hometown is Teutopolis, Illinois; and my children 
were born in Kansas and Michigan. I have never lived in a place with 
an active knitting guild until two years ago when I moved to Buffalo, 
NY.  What a wonderful guild it is too! I am very happy to be a part 
of this unique community and very honored to lead this year’s 
meetings. 

See you all very soon,

Suzanne
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Volunteer Help Needed 

By Suzanne O'Brien 
I encourage all members to consider volunteering their time and talent towards these 
current guild needs:
- Vice President 
-           Refreshment Committee (3 people)
- Publicity Chairperson
-           Shop Liason

The World's Largest Knitting & Crochet Needles 

By Suzanne O'Brien 
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During my travels back home this summer I ventured to Casey, IL, the home of 
the World’s Largest Knitting Needles and Crochet Hook. It is housed in a 
beautiful corner yarn shop, The Yarn Studio, filled with a wide selection of yarns 
to fill anyone’s project pallatte.  This sparked my curiosity as to where all of your 
knitting adventures take you? Throughout the year we will be featuring reviews of 
retreats and festivals in the area and beyond.  In this issue we have reviews of two 
local events that members often frequent.  If you have a favorite yarn get away 
please tell us all about it. Send an email go: buffaloknittingguild@gmail.com.  
Don’t forget to include a picture!  
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2015-2016 Programming Information 

By Gina Passantino and Susy Palcic 

Programming Department Highlights- Here’s to a Fun-Filled and Educational Guild Season.

Welcome to the 2015-16 Guild Season!  The programming committee hopes to provide you with an 
exciting year filled with speakers and hands- on learning.  Continuing our speaker’s series started 
last year, we have several exciting experts coming to Guild.  Many of the presenters will provide 
hands on activities and some will be selling their own yarn and buttons!

New this year:  we will not print out speaker handouts.  Unfortunately, printing costs have 
skyrocketed and it has become too expensive to print documents which are usually multiple pages.  
At the end of the night we often find many of these documents in the trash or simply left behind.  
So, at least one week prior to the meeting please check the Guild website and Ravelry where you 
will find any documents you will need for that month’s meeting.  Please print and bring with you.  If 
you know a member who doesn’t have a computer and or printer please offer to make them a copy.  

In February we are bringing back the popular mini-seminar classes but with a twist.  Instead of 
focusing on a single project we are focusing on building your knitting technique.  Classes will be 
limited to 10 students so all can get individual attention.  Signups will take place at the December 
meeting which means we need to know NOW who can teach the courses listed in the programming 
calendar.  As in past years we have scheduled limited mini-seminar classes simply because we 
can’t get members to volunteer to teach.  The classes range from beginner to advance and within 
those we know you all have skills to share.  Please do not think you don’t have skills.  We may be at 
different knitting levels but we all have something to teach.  Challenge yourself this year and raise 
your own knitting skills by volunteering to teach one of the mini-seminar technique classes.  Please 
let Gina or Susy know what you want to teach no later than the November meeting.

Social time/help was popular last year and will continue from 6:30-7pm.  Please use this time to 
meet up with friends and get help on your own projects or the Guild KAL.  Meetings  start promptly 
at 7pm and we ask you give our speakers your undivided attention.

Here’s to a great and learning filled Guild season!  We hope you enjoy the programming lineup, 
much of which was based on the surveys you filled out at the June meeting.  Below is the schedule 
for the upcoming season.  Happy Knitting!

mailto:buffaloknittingguild@gmail.com
http://buffaloknittingguild.org


The Newsletter of the Knitting
Guild of Greater Buffalo

September/October 2015

Email: buffaloknittingguild@gmail.com
Website: buffaloknittingguild.org Page �4

September 10, 2015 
It’s a Button Party!  Presenter:  Lynn O’Connor   
Button expert Lynn O’Conner will start the Guild season off by showing us the process for 
making Polymer Clay buttons and how to use these unique accessories to jazz up our 
knitting.  Tonight we go beyond using buttons on cardigans and take our knitting with buttons 
to new heights!  Lynn will have unique buttons for sale before and after our meeting too.  
Cash/checks accepted. 
Summer KAL Display – Bring those Good Vibrations Shawls in tonight with a card detailing 
the yarn you used and anything else you found interesting about the pattern. 

October 1, 2015 
History of Knitting – Presenter:  Mary Ann Colopy  
Have you ever wondered how knitting has become a passion for so many, even famous 
people like First Ladies of the U.S.? Mary Ann will discuss the history of knitting during the 
time of Eleanor Roosevelt and even provide us with a pattern to knit called “Eleanor’s 
Mittens.”  You can start the mittens ahead of time with this link:  http://knitty.com/
ISSUEwinter09/FEATwin09SIT.php  
Guild KAL –What will the Guild knit this season?  We’ll let you know tonight. This KAL is sure 
to be a fun one! 

November 5, 2015 
Two-Tone Cables - Presenter:  Heather Lodinsky 
Surveys were overwhelming – you want more of Guild member and world famous designer 
Heather Lodinsky!  Tonight, learn a technique to create fabric where knitted cables are a 
different color than the background.  Heather will show how to create these "stand-out" cables 
using slipped stitches - no bobbins necessary- and present one of her newest patterns.  
Supplies needed tonight:  Appropriate yarn/needles and pattern (free) found here:  http://
www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/two-tone-cable-sweater 
Show and Tell – Tonight is the night to search your closet and show off your one knitted item 
that is “Most Likely to Come Back into Fashion.”  Let’s have fun with this one! 

***We need to know by this November meeting who will teach a class for the February 
Mini Classes.  Signups for the classes take place at the December meeting.  We will not 
have mini-classes unless we get enough members to teach. 

http://knitty.com/issuewinter09/featwin09sit.php
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December 3, 2015-***Members only event*** 
Trunk Show with 716Knit- Our own Jenna Meyer will highlight her designs and yarn in a special 
Trunk Show.  Jenna will have patterns and yarn for sale too!  Cash, checks, credit cards accepted. 
Guild Pot Luck- Please brings a dish to pass based on the below guidelines.  Also, bring an index 
card detailing the ingredients used so those with special dietary needs will know if your dish is safe 
for them to eat. 
A-I  Casseroles 
J-Q Salads/Sides 
R-Z Desserts 

Sign-ups for February Mini Classes - Class size is limited to 10 students per class so be sure to 
get your name on a class list tonight. 

January 7, 2016 
Charity Knitting- Project TBA - Start the New Year off with a giving heart.  We’ll be knitting for a 
local charity tonight. 
Show and Tell – It’s time to show us the one “Most Colorful” item you’ve ever knit. 

February 4, 2016 
Mini Classes- Technique Building Tonight we are taking our knitting up a notch and building our 
skill base. We are not necessarily focusing on a project tonight but rather a technique. Class topics 
include: 

• Becoming Less Chart Phobic -- How to read charts, perfect our knitting with charts  
• Substituting Yarns -- Using a different yarn than what's called for in a pattern - How to sub in 

different weights, fabrics?  Pitfalls? 
• Embellishments - What can you do to jazz up your knitted finish garment?  We’ll show you 

tonight. 
• Correcting Knitting Mistakes 
• Buttonholes- Beyond the basic sweater buttonhole 
• Intarsia Knitting 
• Fair Isle Knitting 
• Kitchener Stich – How to use this stitch in items other than socks 
• Not Your Basic Long Tail Cast On – Learn various ways to cast on and the advantages of 

each. 
• Not Your Average Bind Off-  Learn various ways to bind off and the purposes behind each.  
• Perfecting Cables 
• Reading/Understanding Crochet Patterns 
• Picking Up Stitches/Increasing and Decreasing Stitches 
• Basic Sock Knitting 

***WE need members to teach these classes.  Please let Gina or Susy know NO LATER than the 
November meeting if you can teach a class.  Class sizes will be limited to 10 students. 
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March 3, 2016  
Knitting with Eco-Friendly Yarns Presenter:  Nicole Snow, Darn Good Yarn 
Darn Good Yarn was started in 2008 to provide cool, unique and exotic yarns from handspun, 
ecofriendly resources.  Nicole’s mission is to provide customers with high quality yarns that are 
fairly traded and not made in commercial factories with child labor. Nicole will discuss how an 
ecofriendly yarn is made, her travels through India teaching women how to spin yarn, and the 
advantages to using products that are sustainable. Plus you'll have a chance to purchase yarns 
and kits from Darn Good Yarn tonight, too! 
Guild KAL- It’s time to show off those KAL’s.  Bring a card detailing the yarn you used and what 
you found interesting about the pattern. 

April 7, 2016 
Yarn Fest- One of the most popular nights of the year, be prepared to shop and build your stash 
from vendors locally, throughout New York State and Pennsylvania.  Guests are welcome and 
encouraged to attend!  Cash, checks, credit cards accepted.  
***Doors open early at 6pm*** 

May 5, 2016-***This is a member’s only event*** 
Yarn Auction – It’s that time to bid high as we raise money for the Guild! Proceeds from 
tonight’s auction support the Guild’s seminars and help defray the cost of classes for members.  
Get ready to bid once and bid high! 
***This is a member’s only event*** 

June 2, 2016-***This is a member’s only event*** 
Our annual end of the year Ice cream Social and Fashion Show.  Model the one item you are 
most proud of that you knit during this year’s Guild season. 

Special Programming Notes - Throughout the Guild Season: 
Social Time/Help 
6:30-7:00pm - Meet and greet, get help with projects 
Handouts 
Due to increased printing costs the Guild will no longer print speaker handouts.  Rather, at least 
one week prior to a presentation where handouts and instructions are needed, you can find 
online at the Guild website.  The handouts will also be available on the Guild’s Ravalry page.  It 
is the member’s individual responsibility to print the handouts and bring to the meeting.  

Friendly Reminder:  
Please remember to turn cell phones off or to vibrate.  It is very distracting to hear our speakers 
when phones are ringing and you are taking calls. If you must use your phone, please go into 
the lobby.  Our speakers put a lot of time and energy into prepping for our programs.  Please be 
considerate of the speakers and members who want to get all they can from our experts. 
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Left: students attending 
Sivia Harding's shawl class

Below: some of the items 
our members created and 
modeled at the spring 
fashion show
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Pictures from last year's programs: 
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New York Sheep & Wool Festival  
by Sharon Gerstman 
The New York Sheep and Wool festival is held during the third weekend in October each year, at 
the Duchess County fairgrounds in Rhinebeck.  This year (October 17-18), there will be a large 
contingent of Western New Yorkers making the trek.  Though many make their hotel reservations 
a full year in advance, there are still rooms within a reasonable drive to Rhinebeck. 
 It's hard to describe Rhinebeck (as the festival is usually called) to a newcomer.  It isn't 
the largest or oldest (Maryland beats it), it doesn't have the best workshops (many, many 
fiberfests beat it), but it is fantastic, and draws large crowds (over 40,000 attended the first day 
last year), many in their "Rhinebeck sweaters" which have been knit (and maybe designed) to 
wear at the festival.  The vendor booths stretch over the entire fairgrounds, including dozens of 
buildings, and include the best hand-dyers and spinners, knit-themed pottery, artisans selling 
their crafts, food and wine, and exotic animals.  The food is amazing (don't miss the apple cider 
donuts), and there are activities for all ages and genders (sheep herding dogs, fleece sales, book 
signings, etc.).  There are all kinds of meet-ups (a big Ravelry one), and friends traveling in 
packs, often with matching sweaters (look for us in our Harmonia Rings tunics and sweaters, 
from Sivia Harding's class).  When the festival closes for the night at 5pm, many head to the 
charming Hudson Valley town for their great restaurants and beer and wine bars, or down Route 
9 to the Culinary Institute of America or Hyde Park.  Sunday is less crowded and many vendors 
will put their wares on sale.  And if the weather behaves-- dry and neither too hot nor too cold for 
those glorious sweaters-- it just can't be beat.  For info, see:  http://sheepandwool.com/  or the 
Rhinebeck group on Ravelry. 
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Reviews of Fiber Festivals 

Eastern Great Lakes Fiber Conference 
By Peggy Kresovich 
The Eastern Great Lakes Fiber Conference (EGLFC) is always on Columbus Day 
weekend. It has been at Chatauqua Institute for the last three years. It is a three day 
conference beginning on the Friday afternoon, with all meals provided. We take classes 
and there is a fashion show after the banquet. There are some very talented people. 
Anything can be shown in the fashion show. Yes, kitchen towels and pottery have been 
known to stroll down the runway....And who could resist the opportunity to see me go 
down the runway with State Fair and Hemlock ribbons artfully placed in my hairdo. Fun 
is had by all. For more information on the conference and classes for this year, please 
visit: eglfc.org         eglfc.org/classes

Upcoming festivals: 
Kitchener-Waterloo Fiber Festival-9/12 
Finger Lakes Fiber Festival (aka Hemlock) 9/19-9/20 

http://eglfc.org/classes
http://eglfc.org/classes
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Nicky Epstein registration information: 

mailto:buffaloknittingguild@gmail.com
http://buffaloknittingguild.org


The Newsletter of the Knitting
Guild of Greater Buffalo

September/October 2015

Email: buffaloknittingguild@gmail.com
Website: buffaloknittingguild.org Page �10

mailto:buffaloknittingguild@gmail.com
http://buffaloknittingguild.org


The Newsletter of the Knitting
Guild of Greater Buffalo

September/October 2015

Email: buffaloknittingguild@gmail.com
Website: buffaloknittingguild.org Page �11

mailto:buffaloknittingguild@gmail.com
http://buffaloknittingguild.org


The Newsletter of the Knitting
Guild of Greater Buffalo

September/October 2015

Advertising support of the 2015-2016 Guild Cable is 
needed. If your business would like to reach our 
membership and aid in supporting our publication,  
please email us at: buffaloknittingguild@gmail.com  
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