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Information to be aware of: 

Save the date 

May 18th-Yarn Fest will include vendors 
from New York and Pennsylvania.  In 
addition, we will have our seminar 
instructors (Jill Draper and Laura Nelkin) 
vending at the Fest.  This event is open to 
the public, so please plan to bring a friend.  
Jill Draper and Laura Nelkin will be 
teaching at our Spring Seminar (May 
19th and 20th) with Jill Draper and 
(May 20th and 21st) with Laura Nelkin. 

A Letter from our Board 

Dear Knitting Friends,  

We've been watching the yarn come in for our member 
auction and it looks particularly awesome this year.  So don't 
forget that it's not on our usual date.  It's March 6 at 7 pm at 
the Hyatt.  Several of our Board members will gather before 
the auction to sort it into lots.  If it's better even than last 
year, you're going to want to have your checkbook with you.

Special thanks to everyone who knit items for our two SPCAs.  
This was a very different charity project but you REALLY 
responded.  Some dogs and cats are happier today for having 
received one of your items.

We hope you have seen that the information is up on our 
website for our Seminar in May.  Classes can fill up quickly, so 
we urge you to register as early as possible.  These are 
excellent teachers!

Did you remember that our theme for the Knitting Guild of 
Greater Buffalo this year is "Grow"?  It's been an excellent 
year for that, with our knit-along coached by Sue, and our 
mini-classes led by fellow members.  Whether it was through 
one of our Guild opportunities, or through studying yourself, 
or at your LYS, have you taken advantage of the chance to 
grow?  

Speaking of growing, spring is getting closer.  As the flowers 
and trees begin to emerge, pull out some cotton or linen or 
bamboo from your stash and make yourself a tee shirt, or 
vest or---whatever!  Then bring it in to share at our 
Annual Fashion Show at the June meeting.  Until then, 
happy knitting. 
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Programming Notes and Reminders 

By Gina Passantino 

Annual Auction is on MONDAY, March 6TH. Same time, same place, different day.  Cash and 
checks accepted.

Change in speaker for April Program:  Jenna Meyer of 716Knit and Knit Buffalo will present 
on April 6th.  Jenna's presentation: WHAT’S THE FUSS ABOUT HAND DYED AND HAND 
SPUN YARNS? Jenna will teach us the advantages to using hand dyed/hand spun yarns vs. 
commercial. Ever wonder how to substitute these yarns in patterns or how the different fibers 
lend themselves to projects? We’ll figure that out too tonight and get you ready for what’s 
coming up at this year’s Yarn Fest!  Also tonight, Hand Dyed Project Show and Tell Display - 
Show off your projects made with hand dyed and/or hand spun yarns.

Get ready for a full weekend of knitting, shopping and learning.  Special Events Weekend 
kicks off May 18th with Yarn Fest.

Year long KAL reveal at the June meeting with prizes for Most Colorful, Best Design, Best in 
Show.

 If you would like to model in the June Fashion Show we need to know no later than the April 
meeting.  See the thread on the Guild's Group page on Ravelry for details and to sign up

Are you new to the Guild and wondering what all the hype over Yarn Fest is about?  Maybe 
you've been a Guild member for years and never attended Yarn Fest and are  wondering the 
same thing?

 Yarn Fest is the Guild's annual shopping extravaganza.  It's our way of helping you enhance 
your stash!  Vendors form across New York State and Pennsylvania will showcase beautiful 
hand dyed and hand spun yarns in a variety of weights and fibers along with patterns, kits, 
and other knitting accessories.  Adding to the excitement this year, we are combining Yarn 
Fest with Seminar to make for one long, fun weekend!  In fact, the  seminar teachers will 
also vend at Yarn Fest!

 There's something for everyone, even non-knitters , and the event is open to the public so 
bring a friend. Doors open EARLY at 6pm. Cash and credit cards accepted.  Watch thread 
on Ravelry for a complete list of vendors coming soon.

Email: contact@buffaloknittingguild.com
Website: http://buffaloknittingguild.com Page �2

Get excited for Yarn Fest! 

By Gina Passantino
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 Guild Seminar Registration Forms 

  By Cecile Shmookler 

KNITTING GUILD OF GREATER BUFFALO
SPRING SEMINAR - May 19-20-21, 2017

HYATT PLACE HOTEL, 5020 Main Street, Amherst, NY 14226
 

We are very excited to welcome Laura Nelkin and Jill Draper to Buffalo for our new & expanded weekend 
seminar.  Laura focuses primarily on lace and bead work.  Jill is a spinner, a dyer, and an avid knitter.  Jill 
will teach Friday and Saturday; Laura will teach Saturday and Sunday.  Classes are $35 each for members 
($45 for non-members).
 
1.  All registrations postmarked or received by Wednesday March 1, 2017 from Guild Members will be 
registered in order of receipt for as many classes as you wish.
2.  All registrations postmarked or received after Wednesday March 1, 2017 by Guild members or non-
members will be registered in order of receipt.
 

 REGISTRATIONS WILL BE CONFIRMED BY EMAIL.
 Class Descriptions:

Friday 9-12: Mastering Multicolored Yarn (Jill Draper)  Have you ever had a skein of variegated yarn call 
to you from the shop shelf only to get home & realize you have no idea what to do with it? This class will 
help you solve those multicolored conundrums. In class we’ll talk a little bit about how multi colors are 
created & explore different shapes & stitch patterns that use multis to their best effect. Bring any variegated 
yarn failures & we can discuss what went wrong & how to make a gorgeous multicolored project every time. 
Skill Level:  Basic
 
Friday 1-4: Quilt Block Inspired Knitting (Jill Draper)  Quilting is in essence a very modular practice, “half 
square triangles” form the basis of many patterns. In this class we’ll use classic quilt blocks as our 
inspiration to create knitted motifs that use the same modular construction. This technique is fun & a great 
way to use leftovers to make beautiful & unique knitted garments, blankets & much more. Skill level:  Basic

Saturday 9-12: Your Favorite Sweater (Jill Draper)  This class walks you through all the steps to recreate 
your favorite sweater.  In class we will talk about measurements, stitch patterns, materials, gauge, and how 
they all add up to the sweater of your dreams.  This class is mostly lecture with some simple math 
calculations.  You may want to try your sweater on in class, so wear an appropriate layer to do this, but don’t 
wear your sweater to class; you’ll need to take its measurements while it lays flat, not on your body. Skill 
level: Basic
 
Saturday 9-12: Laden: an exploration of Cables, Lace, & Beads (Laura Nelkin) Heavy cables play 
against this delicate lace stitch, creating an unexpected fabric for a faux Mobius cowl (or “fauxbius”).  It 
starts with a provisional cast on, then a length of reversible cables and double-sided lace is knit.  We’ll work 
on this lace without beads; then with beads, teaching secrets of adding beads to double-sided lace.  Skills 
needed: Basic:  knit, purl, how to read a pattern, how to knit lace, i.e. yarnovers and decreases.
 

http://buffaloknittingguild.com


The Newsletter of the Knitting
Guild of Greater Buffalo

March/April 2017

Email: contact@buffaloknittingguild.com
Website: http://buffaloknittingguild.com Page �4

Saturday 1-4: Design Your Own Intarsia (Jill Draper) In this class we’ll work on designing our own intarsia 
motifs. They can be simple monograms or initials, for those more adventurous almost anything you can 
dream up! Jill will provide knitters graph paper for worsted & fingering weight gauges as well as instructions 
on creating your own knitters graph for any gauge you want on the computer. Bring reference materials & an 
idea of an image you’d like to chart, the more colors the more work but really the skies the limit! Skill level: 
Basic, and the desire to learn.
 
Saturday 1-4: The Craft of Casting On (Laura Nelkin)  This comprehensive class will refresh your 
technique, teach you new cast-ons, and help you understand where and when each cast-on is best used.  
Skill Level:  Basic.
 
Sunday 9-12: Cowl Design (Laura Nelkin)  In this class we’ll look at construction of cowls: flat, in the 
round, and moebius.  After going over some basic background knowledge on cowl shaping, we’ll start to play 
with stitches and talk about how to convert them to work with your design.  Finally, we’ll talk about edgings.  
By the end of class you’ll be ready to cast on for your very own cowl.  Skills needed:  knit, purl, and the 
desire to learn.

Sunday 1-4: Save Your Stitches: Fixing Lace Mistakes (Laura Nelkin)  Do you want to knit lace but have 
no idea what to do when you make a mistake?  Laura will demystify the anatomy of your lace and teach you 
how to know when you can fix and when you have to rip.  You’ll learn how to replace yarnovers, insert 
missing decreases, rebuild sections of your knitting, and most importantly, how to avoid making mistakes in 
the first place.  3/4 technique and 1/4 philosophy, this class will make you a better, more knowledgeable, and 
less fearful lace knitter.  Skills needed: knit, purl, yarnover, and decreases.

 

FOR MORE INFO ON LAURA NELKIN: 
Website: www.nelkindesigns.com
Blog: nelkindesigns.blogspot.com
Ravelry: www.nelkindesigns.com/ravelry
Facebook: www.nelkindesigns.com/facebook

FOR MORE INFO ON JILL DRAPER:
Blog: jilldraperblogs.blogspot.com
Ravelry: www.ravelry.com/people/JillDraperMakesStuff
Etsy:  www.etsy.com/people/jilldrapermakesstuff
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Jill-Draper-Makes-Stuff-20912791235
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KNITTING GUILD OF GREATER BUFFALO
SPRING SEMINAR - May 19-20-21, 2017

HYATT PLACE HOTEL, 5020 Main Street, Amherst, NY 14226
 

Mail or Deliver your registration to:  Cecile Shmookler, 210 Saranac Ave., Buffalo, NY  14216
 
Registrations received or postmarked by March 1, 2017 will be given first preference.
 
Checks should be made payable to Knitting Guild of Greater Buffalo
 
To register for classes,  enclose a check for $35.00 per class ($45.00 per class for non-members).  One 
check for all classes is desired.

_____Fri. May 19: 9am-12n:Mastering Multicolored Yarn (Jill Draper)
 
_____Fri. May 19: 1-4pm:Quilt Block Inspired Knitting (Jill Draper)
 
_____Sat. May 20: 9am-12n:Your Favorite Sweater (Jill Draper)
 
_____Sat. May 20: 9am-12n:Laden: an Exploration of Cables, Lace, & Beads (Laura Nelkin)
 
_____Sat. May 20: 1-4pm:Design Your Own Intarsia (Jill Draper)
 
_____Sat. May 20: 1-4pm:The Craft of Casting on (Laura Nelkin)
 
_____Sun. May 21: 9am-12n:Cowl Design (Laura Nelkin)
 
_____Sun. May 21: 1-4pm:Save Your Stitches - Fixing Lace Mistakes (Laura Nelkin)
 
 Number of classes _____ x $35 ($45 for non-members) = ________ (Amount enclosed)
 
 
*Name:_______________________________________________________________________
 
*Email Address (Please Print Clearly!)_____________________________________________
 
*Daytime Phone number (Cell is preferable)__________________________________________
 
REGISTRATIONS WILL BE CONFIRMED BY EMAIL
 
* Information Required.  Note: for class registration you must have an email address to receive 
confirmation and homework/supply list.  If you do not have an email address of your own, please list the 
email address of someone who will forward this information to you.
 
• Room rates for Seminar attendees at the Hyatt Place for the weekend will be $139.00/night.  You must 
reserve by April 1 to get this rate.

http://buffaloknittingguild.com
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By Laws 

Every so often as in any Organization, there is a review of the bylaws of that Organization.  A small group of the 
Knitting Guild has met, has taken the bylaws of the past, and has updated them.  We invite Membership to first 
view the summary and for a more extensive look and to know the exact editing that has been done, scroll to the 
bottom of this page where you will find the link with the changes (in red).  You will be invited to vote on these 
changes at our April Meeting on April 6th.   

The Knitting Guild of Greater Buffalo
Summary of proposed Bylaws changes February 2017

Note: changes proposed for grammar or current phrasing/practices are not included in this summary.  According 
to the existing bylaws (adopted in 2002), amendments are accepted following acceptance by 2/3 majority vote 
at the voting meeting, provided a quorum (1/3 of the membership) is attending the meeting.
 
Art III. Membership
Annual membership fee is due in September; there may be special categories of membership established in the 
future (such as out of town members).
 
Art. V. Standing Committees
Current committees: Membership; Community Service and Charity Coordinator; Publicity and Communications; 
Auction Coordinator; Newsletter Editor; Seminar Coordinator; and additional committees at the discretion of the 
Board of Directors.
 
Article VI. Duties of the Officers and Committee Chairpersons
• Section 2 Vice President/President-elect
Additional responsibility: assist with Guild’s web page/social media accounts
• Section 7 Publicity and Communication Chairperson
Additional responsibility outreach to local groups that could benefit from relationship with the Guild
• Section 9 Seminar Coordinator
Position added to manage all aspects of seminars and teachers
Positions of Shop Liaison, Refreshment Committee, Librarian, Archivist, and Fundraising Chairperson have 
been removed.
 
Article IX. Fiscal Policies
Budgeted expenses can be reimbursed with an expense form and supporting documents.
Previously, non-budgeted funds limited to $300 could be spent if the membership is notified; under the revised 
bylaws, an expenditure is limited to $1,000, and membership must have opportunity to comment on the 
expenses.                                                                                                                                    

Article XIII. Authority not specified in Bylaws
Any authority needed to conduct the work of the Guild that is not specified in the bylaws must be consistent with 
New York laws.

Link to our website with by law changes in red:
https://buffaloknittingguild.com/about-2/
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Information from our advertiser 
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