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 The Guild Cable
 Next meeting January 7th: Show and Tell and Charity Knitting 
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Information to be aware of: 

Our next meeting is on Thursday January 7th: 
Don't forget to bring your show and tell item 
tonight and please see page 2 for info on the 
charity knitting project. 

Social and help time: in order to provide our 
guest speakers with your undivided attention 
we will be offering social time from 6:30-7:00 
with our meetings starting promptly at 7:00. 

Save the dates 

February 4th-member taught mini-classes.  
Please check the Guild's Ravelry page for 
information on the classes available. 

April 7th- is our annual yarn festival doors 
open at 6 - don't forget to bring a friend! 

May 5th is our annual yarn auction for 
members only.  The auction helps offset many 
guild activities.  If you have donations please 
bring them to a Guild meeting by April 7th or 
contact Adrienne and she will make 
arrangements to pick them up. 

May 14th-15th-Ann Budd will be here for our 
spring seminar (see information on page 5 and 
6 and register by March 30th) 

June 2nd-President's Tea Party and fashion 
show.  Please plan on sharing the one item you 
knit this Guild season you are most proud of.   

. 

The Presidents Letter

Dear Knitting Friends,

 I wish all of you a very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 
New Year !  I believe that the second half of the Guild 
Year is going to fly by just as fast as the first half has 
done.  Lots of fun and excitement is in store, so stay 
tuned to the Guild Newsletter, website, Ravelry, and 
Facebook for news on upcoming events!  Registration is 
now open for the Spring Seminar with Ann Budd.  Fill 
out your registration form today to reserve your space to 
take a class or two with Ann Budd! Also, don’t forget 
your homework for the mini-seminars happening in 
February.  See you all soon for some knitting for a cause 
at the January meeting! 

 Sincerely your fiber-y friend,

Suzanne
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My name is Susy and I'm an Addict 

By Susy Palcic 
...To reading, that is!  I have a variety of addictions, yarn, fabric, (yes, I’m a quilter, too) 
and books.  Reading began before kindergarten, a neighbor taught me to read and it 
was off to the races.  My mother loves to read as much as I do.  I remember when I was 
raising three small boys, working full time and falling asleep after a paragraph, oh so 
frustrating.  But I couldn’t resist the library and learned to listen to CD’s in the car, 
ironing, painting, any way to read.  Now retired, I wedge my reading in between knitting 
and quilting, although, I always have a book on CD in the sewing room so I can do two 
loves at once.  While at the Grand Island Library for our knitting group,(2nd and 4th 
Mondays from 1:30 - 4pm,) the librarian brought a book in to see if any of us would like 
to take it out.  Julie knows our love for knitting and I could not resist the temptation. 
Thus follows a review of the book.
 The Yarn Whisperer by Clara Parkes
This book is one you can pick up and read a chapter or two at a time.  Each one a 
delightful metaphor of knitting.  It includes 22 essays, each one different and totally 
enjoyable.  Parkes shares with us her up and downs in life and her love of knitting and 
yarns, all with remarkable wit and deep thought.  I enjoy many different kinds of books, 
mysteries, biographies, historical fiction, and sometimes just a light hearted love story.  
But knitting books are a real treat.  This is one of the best.  
One of my favorite chapters is “How Does Your Garden Grow?”  She compares the 
optimism of a gardener, how we choose plants/seeds and tend to them, hoping for 
beauty to bloom. The knitter’s stash is our garden from which we choose and create 
beauty.  Each of us has a different kind of stash just as gardens are widely varied.  
 A favorite quote from the book:
 “Kitchener has shown me that when life unravels you, when things don’t work out quite 
right, there’s usually a good stitch waiting to put you back together again.”
Brilliant, right?
I highly recommend this book.  Parkes is a bestselling author of The knitter’s Book of 
Yarn, The knitter’s Book of Wool, and The knitter’s Book of Socks.  She is the founder 
and publisher of KnittersReview.com, a biweekly e-newsletter.  She has a new book 
coming out in February, 2016, Knitlandia: A Knitter Sees the World. I will be first in line 
at the library, but it will also be on my wish list in case one of the boys needs an idea for 
Mother’s Day.
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 Programming Information 

  By Susy Palcic 

January Charity Knitting

This month we will be knitting for women in need.  I learned about Hope Gardens from our surveys you 
filled out in June. Thank You!

Hope Gardens is a supportive housing program for chronically homeless women.  It is located in Buffalo 
and I love that they use gardening as therapy. I wrote to Meghan Gilbert asked if they could use 
mittens, hats and scarves. She said yes to all. But I also asked what they most needed in personal 
items and she said, "We could use just about anything. Body wash, deodorant, razors, hair products, 
laundry soap, and of course lots of feminine hygiene products!" Please see the link below to learn more 
about Hope Gardens.

I suggest we each make a knitted item of your choice, machine washable, of course, and then include 
an item from the list above.  We can knit together, enjoy each other's company, and help improve 
someone's life at the same time.  I will collect all items ready in January and again in February before 
delivering.  
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Donations for Yarn Auction 

By Adrienne Kotler 

The donations have started to arrive so as you think of what you want to do for the new year, keep 
the Knitting Guild auction in mind.  It's your donations that help make the auction the success it is.  
So to coin an old phrase - keep those yarn donations coming!
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Ann Budd - Spring Seminar May 14th-15th 

We are very excited to have the great Ann Budd coming for our Spring Seminar. Ann has been the editor of 
Interweave Knitting, the author of numerous knitting books and fabulous designs, and the creator of several 
knitting "apps."  She is a first rate teacher and a lot of fun.   Due to her other responsibilities, Ann does not do 
a lot of Workshop events and so we are very fortunate to have her.  When she does teach, her classes sell 
out and are generally $100 per three hours of class.  The guild is bringing these classes to you at $35 per 
three hours of class ($40 for non-members).  Don't miss out on this great opportunity.
 
There are 3 classes:  One on Saturday for 6 hours:   9AM - 12N and 1PM - 4PM, and two on Sunday for 3 
hours each:   9AM - 12N and 1PM - 4PM.  You may register for as many classes as you like.  We will register 
Guild members in order of receipt of your registration as follows:
 
1.  All registrations postmarked or received by Wednesday, March 30, 2016 from Guild Members, in order of 
receipt.
 
2.  All registrations postmarked or received after Wednesday, March 30, 2016 from Guild Members or Non-
Guild Members in order of receipt.
 
REGISTRATIONS WILL BE CONFIRMED BY EMAIL
 
Class Descriptions: (Each class is limited to 25 participants)
 
Saturday, May 14, 9am - 12n and 1pm - 4pm:  Sweaters from the Top Down (Raglan & Seamless Yoke)
Are you tired of putting together sweater pieces like a jigsaw puzzle, only to have an ill-fitting sweater? This 
class is for you!  Learn from the master how to knit a sweater from the top down-- where you can actually try 
on the sweater as you knit it, to insure perfect fit.  In the class, you will end up with an infant sized sweater 
while you learn all of the basics about sweater construction and sizing a sweater from the top down.  Note:  
for this class you will need to either purchase, borrow or share with a classmate, Ann Budd's excellent book:  
Knitter's Handy Book of Top Down Sweaters.  This is a book you will want to add to your library, and you can 
purchase it on Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/Knitters-Handy-Book-Top-Down-Sweaters/dp/1596684836/
ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1450713483&sr=8-3&keywords=ann+budd
 
Sunday, May 15, 9am - 12n:  Conquering the Kitchener Stitch
The Kitchener stitch should be in every knitter's repertoire-- useful for creating a seamless closure, grafting, 
and fixing mistakes.  Ann will guide you through this handy graft for stockinette, reverse stockinette and garter 
stitches.  
 
Sunday, May 15, 1pm - 4pm:  Socks at Any Gauge
How to create a pair of socks that will fit you perfectly with any stitch and with any gauge yarn.
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KNITTING GUILD OF GREATER BUFFALO
SPRING SEMINAR - MAY 14 and 15, 2016
RAMADA INN - 2402 NORTH FOREST ROAD, AMHERST 14068
 
Mail (or deliver) your registration with a check made payable to:
The Knitting Guild of Greater Buffalo
To:
 Sharon Stern Gerstman
116 Brantwood Road
Amherst, NY 14226
 
Registrations received or postmarked by Wednesday, March 30, 2016 will be given first preference
 
______ Sat. May 14 - 9am - 12n and 1pm - 4pm: Top Down Sweaters (counts as two classes)
 
______ Sun. May 15 - 9am - 12n:  Kitchener Stitch
 
______ Sun. May 15 - 1pm - 4pm:  Socks at any Gauge
 
 Payment enclosed: For Guild Members: $35 x ____ number of classes = _______
 
For Non-Guild Members: $40 x ____ number of classes = _______
If we cannot accommodate you in all of the classes you have registered for, payment will be returned.
 
 *Name:   ___________________________________________
 
*E-mail Address (please print clearly): _____________________________
 
*Phone number day of seminar (Cell number preferable): ____________________________
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________

*Information Required.  Note: you must have an email address to receive confirmation and homework/supply 
list.  If you do not have an email address of your own, please list the email address of someone who will 
forward this information to you.  If you want a printed homework/supply list sent to you, please enclose a self-
addressed stamped envelope.
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This is one of my most requested desserts whenever we are asked to ‘bring a plate.’ I hope 
that you enjoy it.

2 cups finely crushed Nabisco Ginger Snaps (almost the whole box, less a few for dunking in 
your favorite hot drink.)
½ cup finely chopped pecans
6Tbsp. butter, melted
3 pkg. (8oz. each) Philadelphia Cream Cheese, softened
1 cup sugar, divided
1½ tsp. vanilla
3 eggs
1 cup canned pumpkin
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
¼ tsp. ground nutmeg
Dash (three taps) ground cloves

Preheat oven to 325 degrees F if using a silver 9” springform pan (300 deg.F if using a dark 
nonstick 9” springform pan.)  Mix ginger snap crumbs, pecans, and butter; press firmly onto 
bottom and 2” up side of pan.  (For parties, I omit the pecans just in case there are any tree 
nut allergies. It still tastes just as fantastic.)

Bake pressed crust for 8-10 minutes until you can smell the gingersnap crust baking. 
Remove. Set aside to cool.

 Beat cream cheese, ¾ cup of the sugar, and vanilla with electric mixer on medium speed 
until well blended.  Add eggs, 1 at a time, mixing on low speed after each addition just until 
blended.  (Too much mixing can incorporate air bubbles and cause the cheesecake to crack 
when baking.) Reserve 1½ cups of the plain batter. Stir remaining ¼ cup of sugar, pumpkin 
and spices into remaining batter.  Spoon half of the pumpkin batter into cooled crust; top 
with spoonfuls of half of the reserved plain batter.  Repeat layers. Cut through batters with 
knife several times for a marbling effect.
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Not just for parties pumpkin swirl cheesecake - adapted from kraftfoods.com 

          By Suzanne O'Brien 
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Bake 55 minutes or until center is almost set. (It can be a bit jiggly in the center-no more 
than 2” in diameter. Bake for another 5 minutes if unsure. Do not overbake.) Run small knife 
or spatula around rim of pan to loosen cake; cool before removing rim of pan.  Refrigerate 
4hrs or overnight. (Cheesecake tastes best if it was made the day before it is served.)  Store 
leftover cheesecake in refrigerator-if you have any! 
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