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Information to be aware of: 

Save the dates: 

March 6th - Annual auction for 
members only.  

May 18th-Yarn Fest will include vendors 
from New York and Pennsylvania.  In 
addition, we will have our seminar 
instructors (Jill Draper and Laura Nelkin) 
vending at the Fest.  This event is open to 
the public, so please plan to bring a friend.  
Jill Draper and Laura Nelkin will be 
teaching at our Spring Seminar (May 19th 
and 20th) with Jill Draper and (May 20th 
and 21st) with Laura Nelkin. 

A Letter from our Board 

Dear fellow knitters,

We hope by now all the holiday rush and last minute 
knitting is beginning to calm down for you.  The new 
year is arriving, and with it, we begin to plan new 
projects. Okay, maybe some of those last minute items 
still need to get finished!  But the New Year for the 
Knitting Guild of Greater Buffalo is a time to think 
about how we will "Grow!" In 2017.  There are so many 
great things we can do together.  

Coming up really quickly is our charity knit, for the 
SPCA this year.  I hope you are looking around for 
patterns for dog and cat knits----especially toys.  Maybe 
you'd even like to design something.  Don't forget to 
bring charity knitting yarn and needles with you on 
January 5.

By the way, have you knitted something for yourself 
recently?  Is 2017 is the year to do that project you've 
always wanted to do?  In February, you can learn some 
new skills in our mini classes.  Then there will be a great 
chance to buy some yarn at our auction in March.

Your board is wishing you all kinds of good things in 
2017!  For yourself and for your knitting!  Please come 
and participate, share your ideas, and get to know your 
fellow members.  

Happy knitting (and crocheting!)  From your Knitting 
Guild Board
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Will It Be the Cats or the Dogs that Come Out on Top?                                   
The January Meeting is All About Charity Knitting  

By Gina Passantino and Susan Palcic

We are knitting for some of the dearest creatures on Earth at our January meeting; the cats and dogs 
of the Erie County and Niagara County SPCA!  Representatives from both shelters will be on hand 
to root us on including the Guild’s Muriel Ely who volunteers at the Niagara County SPCA.  Gina 
Browning, from the Erie County SPCA, will join us to discuss ways our donations will benefit the 
SPCA of Erie County. “This is so nice of the Knitting Guild. We are thrilled to have you knit for us 
this year,” said Browning.  She added, “ The cats and dogs are so excited!”

To make the evening fun, there will be a contest, cats vs. dogs.  Tables will be set up with a leader at 
each table with patterns for toys, sweaters, etc. Check the Resources Page of the Guild’s Website for 
pattern ideas or search Ravelry and bring your own pattern to knit. You can also knit during 
December and bring those already knit items, and then knit something again January 5th at the 
meeting! Don’t forget to use machine washable scrap and charity yarn, and bring it along with your 
needles in January as we knit for the animals! 

Both SPCA’s take knitted blankets as long as the holes are not too big.  This is the night for tight 
knitting!  A woman from the Niagara County Shelter adopted a kitty who still sleeps on a knitted 
blanket someone knit for him while he was awaiting adoption.  And those squares from our year long 
KAL will make perfect blankets when 4 squares are sewn together!  Since catnip can change the 
personalities of the cats, neither shelter accepts catnip filled toys.  The Guild will have stuffing 
available to fill the toys you make.

Last year we requested additional donations for Hope Gardens and you came through for them.  
Let’s do the same for the SPCA! In addition to the items we will knit, below is a partial wish list.  A 
complete wish list for Erie County SPCA can be found at http://www.yourspca.org/wishlist and for 
Niagara County at http://www.niagaraspca.org/wishlist.html. The Guild will collect donations at the 
January and February meetings.
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 Wish List for the SPCA of Erie and Niagara County 

BUFFALO KNITTING GUILD AUCTION - MONDAY, MARCH 6, 2017 

  By Sharon Gerstman 

• Pooper-Scoopers- long-handled preferred
• Paper towels
• Washcloths (do not need to be new)
• Hand and bath towels (do not need to be new)
• Pillowcases and sheets (do not need to be new)
• Dog biscuits (small or medium size)
• Pet carriers (medium size)
• Stuffed animals (6" or larger)
• Cat Toys - NO catnip, please
• Collars and 6' Leashes
• Non-Clumping Cat Litter
• Bleach
• Newspapers
• Liquid Laundry Detergent with bleach
• Gentle leaders 
• Kongs
• Hand sanitizer
• Advantage flea products, Frontline flea products
Note:  The Erie County SPCA especially always needs fleece blankets and infant sized receiving blankets

So get ready to knit for the animals.  We can’t wait to make the cats purr and dogs yelp with joy!

Monday, March 6, 2017 (yes, that's Monday, NOT THURSDAY), is our Annual Auction.  For those that have 
never attended an auction, or forgot how it works, it is our only Member-only Event.  It is an opportunity for 
our members to get some amazing bargains, all while supporting the Guild.  Proceeds from the Auction 
benefit many Guild activities (e.g. Seminars, Lectures, Charity Projects, etc.) and help keep our dues low.

The Auction is a combination of:
• a store, where you can purchase patterns, tools, and other knitting supplies at extremely low prices
• a silent auction, where you can bid on unfinished objects that you can figure out how to finish or frog
• a live auction of about 120 lots.  These are made up of donations of yarn (and sometimes kits and books) 
from our members, yarn shops and non-members from the community who donate the yarn to the Guild for 
this purpose.
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More March 6, 2017 Auction Information 

As you can guess, we also want you to look through your stash and find yarn that no longer speaks to you, 
or you received as a gift (you know, that 2000 yards of lace weight that your cousin picked out for you when 
he heard you were a knitter--- but you never knit on a needle smaller than size 7), or you inherited from your 
great aunt as the only knitter in your family.  We also want FULL ball leftovers (like you bought 12 skeins for 
that sweater, but only used 9), but please don't send us partial balls, unless they are given together with full 
balls of the same yarn.  

You can bring your auction donations to the meetings in January and February, or you can contact Adrienne 
Kotler (retiredknitter4@gmail.com) to make other arrangements.

And don't forget to mark your calendar for Monday, March 6, 2017.  Even if you don't have a lot to spend at 
the auction, there is something you will find that will please you, and we promise you that you will be 
entertained.

 Program Notes 

 By Gina Passantino 

Weather cancelations of Guild Meetings will be posted on Facebook, the Guild's website, and via email.  
Check all 3 of these if you are concerned a meeting is canceled due to weather.

Signups for February Classes are now available on Ravelry at the Guild's Group Page. Once a class is 
filled it is closed so don't delay in signing up.  It's easy to do on Ravelry and if you are not familiar with the 
popular website or the Guild's Group Page this will give you an opportunity to check it out in addition to 
signing up for a class

Don't forget to bring scrap yarn, needles and a pattern or two to knit for the animals of the SPCA at the 
January meeting.  Check out the patterns on the Guild's Resource page or bring your own.

Yarn Fest will be here in a few months!!! Get excited!  Invite your friends!  
There are great vendors coming once again to help you build your stash. 

http://buffaloknittingguild.com
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10 Great Knitting and Yarn Shops Across North America 

  From: USA Today 

Knitting and yarn stores aren’t mere retailers. Many are also cozy waystations with classes, supplies and a 
place to relax and work on your next scarf, afghan or fiber-art masterpiece. Some have even become travel 
destinations in their own right, says Amy Singer, editor and publisher of Knitty.com. “The ones that are 
thriving have found ways to provide something unique.” She shares some of her favorite shops with Larry 
Bleiberg for USA TODAY
A Verb for Keeping Warm
Oakland, Calif.
This Bay Area store with a memorable name has built its reputation as a leader in natural dyed yarn and 
fabric — the shop owner has even written a book on the topic. “It’s their signature, trademark thing. It’s not 
common. It’s more work and less predictable, and they know so much about it,” Singer says. “These are 
people with big, huge hearts.” averbforkeepingwarm.com
Churchmouse Yarns and Teas
Bainbridge Island, Wash.
Singer calls this cozy Puget Sound retailer a destination shop, selling tea and accessories, along with 
indie-produced yarns and products from larger companies. It’s not uncommon to see knitters working on 
projects on the 35-minute ferry ride from Seattle. “There are people who come just to see them, and I think 
it’s worth the trip. The shop is a perfect jewel, in a jewel of a town.” She also likes their knitting patterns, 
which have an elegant modern appeal. churchmouseyarns.com
Purl Soho
New York
A pioneer in the modern yarn shop movement, this Manhattan store has expanded over the years from a 
closet-size space to stretching across multiple storefronts. It has collaborated with Martha Stewart and is 
known for a clean, elegant, upscale designs — “without being obnoxious,” Singer says. “It’s the grand 
dame of yarn shops, the place you go when you go to New York,” Singer says. purlsoho.com
Knit Purl
Portland, Ore.
In a city packed with knitting shops, this store stands out for producing its own line of Japanese-inspired 
yarn and patterns called Shibui Knits. “The colors are amazing,” Singer says. It also has a system of 
matching yarn weights, which can be a challenge for knitters. “You can combine yarns and have some 
assurance that what you make is the right size.” knit-purl.com
Fancy Tiger Crafts
Denver
This full-service shop is fully versed in the needle arts, with yarn and fabric, along with notions and 
accessories. “If something is wonderful and rare or brand new, they will likely get it first,” Singer says. 
“They’re inspiring and creative and very unique and comprehensive in what they carry.” 
fancytigercrafts.com
Hill Country Weavers
Austin
With a name that sounds like a folk band, this legendary store has been roping in crafters since 1981 with a 
huge selection and knowledgeable staff. Although it still caters to weavers, its largest market is knitters, 
Singer says. “The shop has been there forever. They have a huge rambling place.” hillcountryweavers.com

http://purlsoho.com
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Knitting and Yarn Shops Continued 

Webs
Northampton, Mass.
This destination shop is popular for its separate warehouse, which attracts knitters with a wide selection 
and volume discounts. “They have great deals. You go there because they have everything.” yarn.com
Jimmy Beans Wool
Reno
For many knitters, Jimmy Beans is a pilgrimage, a famous online retailer with a welcoming brick-and-
mortar shop. Customers love the company because it supports charities and sponsors special events like 
Downton Abbey knit-alongs. “They have a huge collection of stuff. People are very excited about going 
there in person,” Singer says. jimmybeanswool.com
The Purple Purl
Toronto
Singer deliberately chose her apartment’s location to make this her LYS (local yarn shop) where she buys 
supplies, socializes and works on projects. The store carries Canadian yarns and offers a full range of 
knitting, crochet, felting and spinning supplies. “They’re really good people and they have all the basic 
necessities: a café and sitting room to knit,” she says. thepurplepurl.com
StevenBe
Minneapolis
Shop owner and designer Steven Berg is a rock star of the knitting world, operating out of a restored 
firehouse with a crystal chandelier. The glam shop offers classes from top-name designers. “It’s like 
Hollywood in the middle of Minnesota,” Singer says. “Steven uses lots of super brights and crazy colors.” 
stevenbe.com.

Ten Things You May Not Know About Knitting 

By Gina Passantino 

Each of us loves knitting for different and varying reasons.  But how many of you know the interesting 
backstory to our beloved knitting?
1. Knitting is old! Historians believe knitting originated in the Middle East and was brought West by the 
Crusades. It's older than crochet but younger than weaving. It’s unknown how old it truly is.
  
2. The first knitting machine was invented in 1589 by William Lee.
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Information from our advertiser 

        

Ten Things You may Not Know About Knitting Continued 

3. In 16th century France, knitting was an occupation only for men!

4. Knitting is a national duty during wartime.  In World War I women knit 
socks, scarves, caps for soldiers fighting in the battlefields.

5. For the first 400 years of recorded knitting history, wool was not the 
preferred fabric. Cotton and silk were much more popular.
 
6. Knitting needles today are commonly made of metal, wood, bamboo but 
originally were made of tortoise shell, bone, Ivory.

7. Knitting is healthy! Knitting can reduce heart rates, it’s shown to lower blood pressure, spur 
relaxation responses by the body to deter illness, ease depression and anxiety, and protect the brain 
from aging.
 
8. Knitting promotes weight loss! Knitting actually burns 55 calories for every half hour of knitting.
 
9. Knitting can be done anywhere!  How many of us have a project with us at all times, knit while 
waiting in line, in an office waiting room etc.?  Knitting is perfect wherever you are!
 
10. What's old again is new! Knitting has seen a resurgence today with more young people knitting now 
more than ever.
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